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AGO September 2020 Event
Tuesday, September 8, 7:30 PM

Goulding & Wood Organ Crawl

•St. James Episcopal Church, Baton Rouge, LA (new III/42):
    main chests
    off-note chests finished and underway
    regulators
    Schwimmers

•St. Alban Chapel, Baton Rouge, LA (rebuild II/8):
    platform (a balcony 3-step mock-up)

•voicing ongoing (both new and reused pipes)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://bsu.zoom.us/j/93760027640?pwd=T1FQaVhSZjNwZEx1MkJod2ZEZmdidz09 

Meeting ID: 937 6002 7640
Passcode: 0i#5Xa

https://bsu.zoom.us/j/93760027640?pwd=T1FQaVhSZjNwZEx1MkJod2ZEZmdidz09
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AGO October Event
Tuesday, October 6. 7:30 PM

Join local members Darrell Bailey, Mark Herris, and Stephen Price for a 
demonstration of the chapter’s Orgelkids Kit and how you can use this innovative 
instrument in your own church and school. The meeting also will preview “The Seal 
and the Sea Turtle” —a new Orgelkids musical play for young people. Other music will 
include a special arrangement of “Spring” from The Four Seasons (Vivaldi/Herris) 
and compositions from the 10th  Anniversary of the founding of Orgelkids. All will be 
played on two Orgelkits instruments and the Charles Ruggles organ at Calvary United 
Methodist Church. 

Join Zoom Meeting
https://bsu.zoom.us/j/93863411898?pwd=T1VWUG1hV2t4N0FmSGxMQUFFZW9Vdz
09 
Meeting ID: 938 6341 1898
Passcode: N4uvH&

https://bsu.zoom.us/j/93863411898?pwd=T1VWUG1hV2t4N0FmSGxMQUFFZW9Vdz09
https://bsu.zoom.us/j/93863411898?pwd=T1VWUG1hV2t4N0FmSGxMQUFFZW9Vdz09
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AGO November Event
Tuesday, November 10, 7:30 PM

AGO Round Table Discussion
“Our Chapter’s History” led by Bob Schilling 
“Church Music Adaptations during the Pandemic” led by Lee Barlow
“Engaging Young Organists” led by Dr. Marko Petričić

Join Zoom Meeting˘
https://bsu.zoom.us/j/95354427595?pwd=SjJwL0p3bjA0SkI5dlVxdnVNa0Q1QT09 

Meeting ID: 953 5442 7595
Passcode: G5V1Wv

From the Dean’s Bench

Dear Friends,
 One of the best parts of being the 
Dean of this organization is having the 
opportunity to call a longtime member to 
inform them that they have been elected as 
an honorary member of our chapter. This 
was the case at the end of July when the 
executive committee elected Joe Roberts 
to this new status. You can read more about 
Joe’s history with us on page 6.
 Our sub-dean, Dr. Stephen Price, 
has been hard at work reconfiguring the 
chapter’s upcoming meetings as virtual 
gatherings. More information can be found 
on pp. 1-3 about each meeting’s presenter and topic. You will be able to join us via your 
computer or you can call in using your phone. We are all looking forward to welcoming 
you to a new year of informative sessions.

Travis Person

https://bsu.zoom.us/j/95354427595?pwd=SjJwL0p3bjA0SkI5dlVxdnVNa0Q1QT09
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AGO officers for 2020-21

Dean      Travis Person
Sub-dean    Stephen Price
Secretary    Jordan Lewis
Treasurer     Craig Stoops

Members-at-large 2020-2023:
Jerry Hall
Hector Salcedo

Members-at-large 2019-22:
Gayle Sarber  
Jacob Taylor

Members-at-large 2018-21:
Michael Conley 
Pat Rozeboom
    

Chaplain   Robert Schilling
Registrar     Nicholas Fennig
Newsletter  Editor  Susan Raccoli   

AGO Member Recitals Online

Alan Jordan played a live-stream recital May 6 at 7 PM at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Catholic Church in Carmel.  A link to the live-feed recording is below.
 Security Check Required

Hector Salcedo performed a virtual organ concert on a virtual organ (Hauptwerk) in the 
Greenwood United Methodist Church. Here is the link:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLb4WZDe-1YwaQB4Fi4bvmtMhkViPavTfe

  
 Please send your best wishes and warm thoughts to our friend and 
colleague Dawn Waddell who had serious surgery a few weeks ago. She is 

home recuperating with loving care from her husband Oscar. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLb4WZDe-1YwaQB4Fi4bvmtMhkViPavTfe
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New Member
Paul Guyer

 Paul Guyer and his wife Donna moved here in March from Cleveland in 
retirement to be near their son Mark and his wife Susan, and their children Teddy and 
Luca. Paul’s daughter Elyse and her husband Ivan live in Boston.  They had also lived 
in Columbus, Indiana, for 14 years. Paul hopes to do some substituting once he is able to 
find an organ to practice on post-pandemic. He is the only musician in his family.
 Fortunately for us, Paul has a lot of experience with AGO. He was Dean of the 
Cleveland chapter from 2014-2016 and developed the chapter website: agocleveland.org
He was also Registrar for the chapter and served on its Executive Committee.
 His mother, a graduate of The New England Conservatory, was his first piano 
teacher. He studied organ with 
Eugene Roan at Westminster 
Choir College, from where he 
graduated. Over the years he has 
served in churches of various sizes 
and denominations. He also did 
full-time IT work for 23 years.
 Before he suffered an 
injury in 2016, he was an avid 
runner. He also enjoys learning 
languages, but he is not fluent 
in anything besides English. 
However, he has studied French, 
German, a little Italian, and his 
current project, Mandarin.
 When the regional 
convention was held here a few 
years ago, Paul enjoyed seeing the 
local churches and organs.

  
 

file:///Users/susanraccoli/Desktop/Sept.2020Fanfare/agocleveland.org
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Joseph Roberts Named  Honorary Member
 
 The Executive Committee at its meeting on July 28 elected Joseph Roberts to 
be an Honorary (Life) Member of the Indianapolis Chapter of the A.G.O.  Joe joined 
the chapter 71 years ago, while he was still in high school, and he has been active 
continuously ever since, longer than any other current member.  However he is being 
honored not for longevity, but for the many ways in which he has contributed to the life 
of our chapter through the years.  Joe’s career was featured in a detailed profile article 
in the December 2011 issue of Fanfare, and we will not repeat that here.  Suffice it to 
say that he has served as Auditor, a member of the Program Committee, member of the 
Executive Committee, and Chair of the Investment Committee, a position that he still 
holds, managing the Mozingo Endowment.
  Joe and his wife, Leanna, who passed away last year at age 94, graciously 
hosted our chapter several times at their historic country home in Hamilton County.  In 
the mid-1960’s the Robertses added to their house a large two-story music room 
with a balcony.  It features an 1899 19-rank Barckhoff tracker-action pipe organ that 
Joe acquired from the Central Christian Church in Columbus, IN, when it closed in 

1967.  Professionally Joe was 
an attorney, but pipe organs 
have been his outstanding 
avocation.  He has been a 
member of the Organ Historical 
Society for decades, and in 
2007 he chaired its National 
Convention here in central 
Indiana.  Joe is proud of the fact 
that he has been instrumental 
in salvaging six at-risk Indiana 
pipe organs by arranging for 
their relocation.  One of those 
is a historic Barckhoff that was 
moved and reinstalled twice — 
from Gas City to Richmond, 

and later to Santiago de Chiquitos in Bolivia!  We express our deep gratitude to Joseph 
Roberts for his nearly life-long dedication to the A.G.O. and the cause of organ music!

—Bob Schilling
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New Member
Christopher Caruso-Lynch

 Christopher and his wife Astrid relocated from Christ Church, New Zealand, 
for him to take the position of Interim Director of Music at Christ Church Cathedral, 
Indianapolis. He has been a member of the Portland, Oregon, AGO chapter, and the 
Bloomington, Indiana, AGO chapter.
 His church music career 
started when he joined the boy 
choir at St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, at age 10. He started 
piano when he was 5 or 6, and 
organ in high school. Since 
then, he has served the church 
as singer, organist, and choir 
conductor. He has Bachelor of 
Music and Master of Music 
degrees from Indiana University, 
and studied with Janette Fishell 
and Christopher Young.
 Also an organist, Astrid 
has an undergraduate degree 
from St. Olaf College, where 
she studied organ and church 
music.
 Christopher loves hiking 
and being outdoors. He and 
Astrid spend as much time in 
the mountains as they possibly 
can.
 Both Christopher and 
Astrid love the old houses in 
their neighborhood, Herron 
Morton Place.
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Katherine Jolliff, Young Indy Organist

Katherine Jolliff, age 18, joined our AGO chapter after attending an AGO POE 
(Pipe Organ Encounters) last summer. She started piano at age 5; her teachers included 
Kate Boyd from Butler University and TJ Lymenstull from Interlochen Arts Academy, 
which she attended in the summer of 2018, studying piano. She was awarded the Fine 
Arts Award in Piano Performance. She has won numerous local piano competitions, such 
as the Hoosier Auditions and the Mildred Allen Award from the Indiana Piano Teachers 
Guild.  

Katherine started organ lessons in her freshman year of high school with Marco 
Petričić, University of Indianapolis. Other area organists have also been supportive: 
John Allegar (Second Presbyterian), Robert Richter (St. Christopher’s Episcopal, 
Carmel), and Brad Hughes (St. Paul’s, Indianapolis) have let her practice at their 
churches.) Michael Messina has been very generous with practice time as well as letting 
her play for services when she is in town.  

After completing her first two years of high school at Herron High School, she 
attended Interlochen Arts Academy for her final two years. She majored in both piano and 
organ performance, studying organ with Tom Bara. She graduated from IAA with honors 
and was awarded the Fine Arts Award in Organ Performance. She will be attending 
Eastman School of Music as 
an organ performance major, 
studying with David Higgs, in 
2021, choosing to take a year off 
due to the pandemic. 

She has just been 
announced as the Organ/Piano 
Scholar at Trinity Episcopal 
Church.

Aside from practicing both 
organ and piano, Katherine loves 
animals and has cats at home. She 
also enjoys learning about other 
aspects of music, such as piano 
tuning and repair, music history, 
music production, and theatre 
organ.
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New Member
Nina Lee Hecko

 Nina Lee Hecko, 28, joined AGO last year and is the organist and pianist at 
the United Methodist Church in Castleton since March 2019. From Taiwan, she came 
to Texas A&M University in 2010 and graduated in 2014 with a performance major in 
piano and bassoon. She finished her Artist Diploma in piano and Master’s Degree in 
piano and bassoon performance at Ball State University last year and moved recently to 
Indianapolis from Muncie. 
 Her brother Daniel Lee also studied music but is now a chef in Dallas. Her father, 
Bruce Lee, runs restaurants in Taiwan
 She started piano when she was 6 years old—her mother is a piano teacher, so 
she has been around music all her life. She started organ lessons when working on her 
Bachelor’s Degree, but wanted to learn more. At Ball State she studied organ with Dr. 
Stephan Price for two years. 
 Nina married Michael Hecko, a software engineer, in 2017, and has worked as 
a translator for piano international exams in Taiwan. She is also interested in basketball, 
cooking, and animals. She has a dog.
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Mexico City Church Fire

In the historic Downtown Mexico City, the Church of the Holy True Cross 
(Iglesia de Santa Veracruz), experienced a devastating fire, in which no injuries or deaths 
have been reported. According to numerous tweets, the fire began early in the morning of 
Sunday, August 30, 2020. The official Twitter account of the Firefighters of Mexico City 
(@Bomberos_CDMX) reports that “following up on the fire on Calle 2 de Abril at the 
corner of Hidalgo, Colonia Guerrero, in [Cuauhtémoc Delegation]; in the Church of the 
Holy True Cross, embers were extinguished in the internal part of the organ; completed 
work is reported.” From this, it is not clear if the pipe organ will be salvageable. The 
church’s history dates back to shortly after the conquest of Mexico by Cortes; however, 
the current building, located just opposite the Palacio de Bellas Artes and the Alameda 
Central, dates to 1776. Much of the beautiful interior decorations were already destroyed 
in the early 20th  century. The church was undergoing a renovation overseen by the 
National Institute of Anthropology and History (INAH). At present, the status of the 
renovation is not clear, but hopefully the funds necessary for rebuilding can be added to 
those for the renovation so that the church may reopen again soon.

Article and photo by our 
son William Harvey, 
who lives in Mexico 

City.
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Position Available

Position:  Worship Arts Director, part-time
Church:  Greentown First United Methodist
Address:  127 S. Meridian St., Greentown, IN 46936
 9 miles east of Kokomo, State Road 22
Phone:  765-628-3187
Service: Sunday at 10 AM
Choir: Practice Tuesday evenings (date and time flexible)
Instruments: Baldwin electronic organ, Baldwin upright piano
Contact: Rev. Brian C. White, 574-339-6358,  Pastorwhitegreentown2020@gmail.com

Church Fires

 As organists, we all find the recent church fires to be devastating. The fire in the 
world-famous cathedral at Notre-Dame on April 15, 2019, transformed “this historic site 
into a flaming inferno. By the time it was extinguished, the building’s spire collapsed and 
most of its roof had been destroyed and its upper walls severely damaged. The organ—
the biggest musical instrument in France—was not burned by the flames that destroyed 
the cathedral’s roof and spire on April 15, 2019. But it was covered in soot and damaged 
by humidity. Workers will dismantle its five keyboards, pedalboard and the 109 stop 
knobs that control airflow to its 8,000 pipes, some as high as 10 metres.  
 Another church fire proved to be a total disaster for the organ: it was completely 
destroyed. On July 18, 2020, a fire broke out in three parts of the Cathedral of St. Peter 
and St. Paul of Nantes in France. One of the fires was concentrated on the main organ at 
the west end, originally built by Jacques Giradet in 1621, and was destroyed. Alas, arson 
was the cause. Construction began in 1434 on the site of a Romanesque cathedral, and it 

took 457 years to finish.

    Information and photo of the Nantes fire from 
Wikipedia. This Cathedral has been listed since 1862 
as a monument historique by the French Ministry of 
Culture. The arsonist’s lawyer told a newspaper that 
the man “bitterly regrets his actions.” But his regrets 
did not save the organ or the damage from the fire.

mailto:Pastorwhitegreentown2020@gmail.com
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We can keep in touch electronically 
even if we can’t keep in touch in 
person. Eventually we will be able to 
meet in person, but right now we must 

all stay safe and be careful!
Wear your masks!

mailto:SRaccoli@sbcglobal.net
http://www.indyago.org
https://www.agohq.org/

